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October Meeting

Pine Meadows Golf Complex

October 8, 2002

10:00 AM - Golf
2:00 PM - Cocktails
3:00 PM - Lunch
Elections and Meeting following Lunch

There will be a CPGCSA Board of Directors Meeting at
8:00 AM.

Superintendent Profile

Randy Super is the Superintendent at Pine Meadows Golf
Complex. Randy staried out at Valley Green Golf Course after
high school. After receiving his 2 year degree from Rutgers,
Randy was the Assistant at Blue Ridge Golf Club and Colonial
Country Club. Randy came to Pine Meadows for the grow-in
during the summer of 1998, Randy is married to Shawn and has
two daughters, Molly, 10 and Madelyn, 8. Randy’s activities
include keeping up with his daughters activities.

Golf Course Profile

Pine Meadows Golf Complex was originally a 9 hole golf
course buili in 1960. Construction began in 1997 to expand to
an 18 hole course and opened for play in May 1999. The course
was designed and owned by Larry Rabold and constructed by
Jay Crouse Inc.

The course features a beautiful natural setting among wet-
lands, bent grass fairways, Kentucky blue grass roughs and
challenging contours. This par 72 layout has four sets of tees
with the yardage ranging from 4,956 to 6,680 yards. Pine
Meadows Golf Complex also features paved cart paths and
spectacular bridges taking you over the beautiful Swatara Creek
twice. Fourteen {14) holes are featured with water hazards.

Proper golf attire is required.

Mid-Atlantic USGA Update
The Worst (Almost) Is Over

By Stanley J. Zontek, Director
updated September 18, 2002

As the agronomists of the Green Section’s Mid-Atlantic
Region continue to travel this fall, there is an all too common
theme about this year. While the statistics may provide hard
facts of just how dry and hot it was, numbers do not tell the
human toll this summer has taken on the individuals who
manage golf courses. Except for a few fall diseases and insecis
worth monitoring, the massive loss of turf that possibly could
have occurred this summer is thankfully nothing more than just a
bad germinate grass seed to aid in turfgrass recovery.

The first suggestion in this update is non-agronomic. It is to
sit back and take a deep breath, and maybe offer an apology, if
needed. Tt has been a challenging year for all golf courses,
people and turf were under a huge amount of stress, and maybe
saying I'm sorry for any grumpy words, the need to work
overtime. . .anything can help improve everyone’s conscience
heading into the fall Even the wonderful administrative
assistants I have in this office deserve a pat on the back (and
maybe a free lunch) for surviving this summer (Note, even
USGA agronomists get grumpy and impatient).

A newly recognized problem on perennial ryegrass fairways
has been identified. The disease is Leptosphaerulina blight. In
the past, this leaf spot type disease has been associated with the
gray leaf spot organism. This year, the disease has been
identified on a small number of golf courses as a stand alone
disease. The disease needs to be identified by a laboratory.

Finally, with the cooler weather and at least one soaking
rainfall this month, the grass is beginning fo recover,
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President’s Message

Thave never looked forward to a week’s vacation as much as I have this
year! A promised tropical storm “soaker” never showed up here so I guess I'll
finally give up on so-called up-to-the-minute, accurate, detailed forecasts!
There used to be a time where we could look forward to September 1* as being
the beginning of less stress on the grass and us. But the last few years have
shown that those days are over we can all look forward to the first snowfall!

I wasn’t able to stay for golf at Butter Valley but I heard that people had
a great time. This was a unique kind of meeting. John Gehman was generous
enough to give airplane rides to those who trusted him. I did find out that John
not only knows how to grow grass and fly planes, he’s also a successful chef as
he helped to prepare the food. Thank you, John for an all-around good day.

Please remember to sign up for our annual meeting at Pine Meadows on
October 8th. It is important that we have a good turnout at that meeting.

Have a great falll

Bill Brooks

Directions to Pine Meadows Golf Complex

From Harrisburg: .
Take Interstate 81 North. Exit onto Interstate 78 East. Take Exit 1. Follow signs for
Route 343 South. Golf Course is on right

From the North:
Take Interstate 81 South. Exit onto Route 72 South. Exit onto Route 22 East. Take
Route 343 South. Golf Course is on right

From Reading;:
Route 422 West into Lebanon. Turn Right on 7th Street.  7th Street becomes Route
343 North. Course is on left approximately 3 to 4 miles North of Lebanon.,

From Allentown:
Take Interstate 78 West. Take Exit 1. Follow Rouie 22 West. Follow Route 343
South. Golf Course is on right.

From Lancaster:

Take Route 72 North to Lebanon to Maple Street. Right on Maple Street, go 2 Blocks
to 7th Street. Turn left on 7th Street.  7th Sireet becomes Route 343 North. Golf
Course on left, approximately 3 to 4 miles North of Lebanon.

319 Pine Meadow Road
Lebanon, PA 17042
(717) 865-4995
hitp://www.pinemeadowsgolf.com
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Membership News

The following individuals have applied for membership
into our association. If there are no written objections
within the next seven days, they will be accepted into
CPGCSA at the next meeting.

Matt Fellows, Sales Representative
LESCO oottt Class AF

Rick Krout, Superintendent
Honey Run Golf Club ..o Class B

We would like to welcome the following individuals
info our association.

Michael Dachowski, Superintendent
Arrowhead Golf Course ... Class B

Ryan Fogel, Assistant Superintendent
Lehigh Country Club....................... Class C

Ricky Siefkas, Superintendent
Green Hills Golf Course.........cove.. Class B

Member Updates

Congratulations to:
e  Scott and Michelle Fischer on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Cassidy Elizabeth Fischer.

s John and Amy Fowler on the birth of their daughter,
Ciera Lynn Fowler.

Our Sympathies to:
e Mike May and his family on the loss of his father.

If you know of anyone who is interested in membership
into the association, please have them contact Tom
Kintzer, Blue Mt. View Golf Course (717) 861-5722,

2003 CPGCSA Nominations

The CPGCSA Annual Meeting with the election of officers
will be held on October 8, 2002 at Pine Meadows Golf Com-
plex. Listed below are the nominations:

President:
Rill Brooks

Vice President:
Pete Ramsey
Ron Diefenthaler, CGCS

Secretary/Treasurer:
Faron Stoops

Directors:
Steve Ludwig
Mark MacDonald
Steve Gross
John Colo

If you or someone you know is interested in running for the
2003 Board of Directors, please contact Ron Diefenthaler at
Colonial Country Club (717) 545-6760.

USGA Update.....continued from page 1

especially in the roughs. As an agronomist, I am constantly
amazed at just how resilient grass can be. [ am reminded of a
quote from the late Professor Lawrence Dickinson from the
University of Massachusetts, *grass does not commit suicide.”
Grass has a wonderful dormancy mechanism unless we run
enough traffic across the grass to kill it.

As always, if the agronomists of the Mid-Atlantic Region
can be of any assistance, contact Stan Zontek (szontek@usga.
org) or Darin Bevard (dbevard@usga.org) at 610-696-4747 or
Keith Happ {(khapp(@usga.org) at 412-341-5922,

Superior Products for the Turf and Horticultural Professional

237 East King St. « Malvern, PA 19355
800-262-2127 » FAX (610) 644-7791
www.fisherandson.com

ConSyst SysTec1998°
SYSASTR

RE GAL
CHESCAL COPAT

Thom Mahute

717-892-14355
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Golf Results (

The 2002 CPGCSA Association Championship was held at
Butter Valley Golf Port. The results were as follows:

Championship Flight 2nd Flight
Ist  Faron Stoops Ist  Ray Zelek
2nd  Tom Kintzer 2nd  Terry Wueschinski
3rd Flight 4th Flight
1st  Pete Ramsey 1st  Charlie Koennecker
2nd  Dave Weitzel 2nd  Mike Janzer

Our final golf meeting will be held October & at Pine
Meadows Golf Complex. The format will be one free throw
per hole. We've been under enough stress this year, so this is
meant to be a fun relaxing event.

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE, include your handicap on
every entry form. I know some office personnel take care of
sending in the registration, BUT see to it that you fill out the
handicap! T'd hate to see a lot of "scratch” players in future
events.

Enjoy your brief time between meetings. See ya at Pine §
Meadows. .. L e i e e e o

_ o, _‘ ; i
Faron Stoops, Golf Chairman Dave Weitzel, Mike Janzer, Tom Kintzer

PHILADELPHIA TURF COMPANY
4049 LANDISVILLE ROAD, BOX 865
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901-0865

215-345-7200 o FAX: 2156-346-8182

Toro Irrigation Heads, Controllers, & Valves Toro Reel Mowers, Rotary Mowers

Buckner by Storm Brass Products Sprayers & Spray Technologies
Aerification Products

Flowt P Stati H - H

C:rs;ﬁr;fi\m:rtzi V;\;gnBsoxes Eq u I p ment & I rrl g atl O n ¥ Utility Vehicles & Attachments
Kennedy & Nibco Valves . LargDe Selec:ior;_ of l:’Jal:E‘s
Wire, Electrical, & G di emonstration Units
P\:/rg Pipe:g%ai‘ttingsmun " Parts, Sa|es, & Sewlce Nine Salesperson Team

Ductile Iron Fitlings Fourteen Serviceperson Team

F T Shop & Road Servi
o eraon Toam you can depend on. S o rograe

Four Serviceperson Team Leasing Op?iqns
Authorized Independent Service Agents On-site Service Training
On-site Technical Training Service Seminars & Continuing Education Courses

Largest supplier of turf and irrigation equipment in Eastern PA,Southern NJ. and Newcastle County, DE. (
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Heather and Gorse
By Mark V. DelSantro, CGCS

Well, today is the autumnal equinox... one of only two days through out the year that the sun sits exactly over the equator.
And just as was prognosticated in the last Heather and Gorse, the days have gotten shorter and the nights longer. Nice to know
that some things are actually predictabie. Of course, if it were not for this fact, this year would have to be declared as the mother
of all endless summers. Each week it seems the drought can’t get any worse and yet on and on it goes, seemingly in perpetuity.
I’ve heard it’s so bad that Dauphin County even declared drought restrictions! Good thing they made it through to the end of the
Hershey Park season... fough to take a water ride without the water. Funny how life is so full of such chocolaty sweet irony!

The drought has created some interesting strategic situations... back in August, when water supplies were first running dan-
gerously low, many superintendents were forced to minimize and/or cut off their fairway watering. The general thought process
was that any lost turf areas could be renovated through seeding, One month later, there is neither the ground moisture, nor the
water supply to support any overseeding procedures. Furthermore, we're now into the prime Poa annua germination period.
Those who lost turf now have to decide how to proceed from this point forward. Ts it better to allow the Pow anwua to fill in the
voids and then attempt to knock it out at a later point in time, or is it better to prevent the Poa annua from germinating and then
attempt to establish seed next spring? A very undesirable dilemma if ever one existed.

On the discase front, Gray Leaf Spot has crept into the area over the past few weeks... although many superintendents are
betting that the weather will keep the severity of the disease down. Based on the current headlock that Mother Nature has on the
region, this is a decision that needs to be thoroughly evaluated. As fast as this disease can take out turf and as prolific a spore
producer as it seems to be, this is definitively not an enviable position in which to be.

Additionally, those virulent strains of Dollar Spot have been popping back up through out the region... Dr. Vargas calls these
strains VCG’s or Vegetative Compatibility Groups. 1 don’t know where he came up with that name, but what I do know is that
they’re especially difficult to control once they establish themselves. Thus, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

As mentioned in the last Heather and Gorse, secondary organisms are still prominent in many turf loss situations... Curvu-
laria, Leptosphaeurlina, Anthracnose and a number of other maggot-like pathogens that aid in microbially breaking down dead
tissue are being identified on dead and/or dying turf. In many cases, the pathologists aren’t finding any primary pathogen on the
samples, which means that the turf is first experiencing a myocardial infarction of sorts from the heat/drought stress, prior to any
infection from these secondary pathogens.

On the Anthracnose front, the latest and greatest theories on control of this nemesis, aside from cultural practices that pro-
mote plant health, is to start your preventative spray applications early and continue them into the late fall. I'm about to embark
upon a prophylactic study that basically involves off-season fungicide applications, especially on Poa annua greens; the method-
ology behind the madness being to simply manage for healthy Poa annua during the entire growing season. Of course, if the
weather continues along its current trend, y’all might be spraying for Pythium, Rhizoctonia, and Moellerodiscus in December
Anyway.

This theory isn’t as far fetched as one might think... and while it may seem to be a pathogen prevention conspiracy brought
on by the major chemical manufacturers, I assure you it’s not. The majority of superintendents who have had great success
fending off Anthracnose are those who have consistently been on Summer Patch prevention programs beginning in early March
and have extended their preventive applications into November. In other words, managing for healthy Poa annua. As time goes
by, I think we’ll be all hearing more about this type of strategy.

Entomologically, the region is currently experiencing its fourth generation of cutworms. If the weather continues down its
current path, we may see a fifth generation... while this may excite the Dr. Heller’s of the world, it’s just another reminder of
how severe the drought has been. Grub damage is being seen in certain areas, although the severity seems to be spotty.

An interesting bit of information pertaining to grubs... information coming out of Rutgers is that Japanese Beetle grubs are
no longer the most commonly found grub. In fact, it seems the Japanese Beetle is now fourth or fifth on the population charts.
While this may not seem like a big deal, it could be depending on what other grubs are chowing down on your turf.

Of the two primary pre-emergent grub control products, Japanese Beetle grubs are the only grub species that are commonly
controlled. Most of the other species can be controlled by one product or the other, but generally not by both. This means a su-
perintendent needs to accurately identify which species of grub is munching on his or her root systems prior to determining the
best control product. This means break out those old raster paitern charts and start digging!

Well, I believe we’ve reached our depression limits for this issue... it’s still warmer than normal and drier than ever before;
there’s more diseases to manage than ever before and less management options for prevention and/or confrol; there’s more op-
portunistic insects feasting on your dried-up, disease-ridden turf {not to mention, now you have to start looking at grub asses);
and of course, Poa annua is just lying in waiting for the chance to proliferate and predominate... as the saying goes... it’s al-
ways darkest just before it goes pitch black!!! Hang in there, my friends, only three months until the winter solstice. Chin up
and all that sort of stuff... that’s my hot, dry, fungal-laden and entomologically-opportunistic point of view from the Heather
and Gorse,
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Upcoming Events

October 21, 2002 - 26th Annual Joseph Valentine Memo-
rial Golf Tournament, Whitemarsh Valley Country Club,
Lafayette Hills, PA.

November 5-7, 2002 - Penn State Golf Turf Conference,
Nittany Lion Inn, Penn State University.

January 7-9, 2003 - Eastern PA Turf Conference &
Trade Show, Valley Forge Convention Center, King of
Prussia, PA

Janaary 30, 2003 - Northeastern PA Turf School & Tradej
Show, The Woodlands Inn & Resort, Wilkes-Barre, PA

February 10-15, 2003 - GCSAA Conference and Show,
Georgia World Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia

February 25-27, 2003 - Western PA Turf Conference &
Trade Show, Pittsburgh Expo Mart/Radisson Hotel, Mon-
roeville, PA.

.
Please contact Wanda with any employment or :
address changes, so that we can keep our |
records up to date. I

ol
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m Thanks to John for the beautiful views of K
the golf course from above and below.

Meeting participants were treated to plane@
rides after golf. m

-www;.lohr-l.l.).(;éréLandssapesfcum -

ONE CALL HANDLES ITALL

You're werking to keep your course 100 percent playable throughout
the season. Now there's a new team member ready to provide the
irrigation supplies, service and support you need to achieve that goal -
John Deere Landscapes. With a nationwide network of branches and
staff, John Deere Landscapes has the professional expertise and
equipment to solve any site challenge. Call today: 800-642-3706.

CAP ‘

Irrigation Systems Featuring Hunter Golf Reliable rotors,
valves, central control systemns, mainienance radios

Pumnp Stations Customized for your course

Fountains and Landscape Lighting AquaMaster and Oase
fountains, Vista Professional Outdoor Lighting

BoardTronics Controllar Board Repairs Replace outdated
Toro® and Rain Bird® controller hoards: 888-855-9132

Dirgct Sales Quantity shipments of landscape products
and nursery stock: 866-880-5380

More Than 220 Branches Mationwide

JOHNDEERE | (
LANDSCAPES

On-Site Consultation: 800-642-3706.
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William Rahling, Bob Eichert Tom Drayer
f;gCorei{ Illlch ' CPGCSA Phiiadelp);lia Turf
cron Hill Drive 4 Company
Downingtown, PA 19335 Supporter LlSt 4049 Landisville Road

(610) 458-0890

Shaun Barry

Aventis Environmental
Science

1133 Rt. 27

Somerset, NJ 088873
(732) 846-8173

John Wiblishauser
Bayer

318 E. Glenside Avenue
Glenside, PA 19038
(215) 887-8936

Steven Chirip

Egypt Farms

HCI Box 54B
Swiftwater, PA 18370
(800) 899-7645

Bennett Wartman

Farm & Golf Course Supply
7709-7725 Ridge Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19128

(215) 483-5000

Dave Feldman, Dale Andrew,
Finch Turf Equipment

419 Industrial Drive

North Wales, PA 19454

(800) 875-TURF

Thomas Mahute
Fisher & Sons, Inc.
3009 Gloucester Street
Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 892-1455

Paul Szymanski

Golf Cars, Inc.

4180 Skyron Drive
Buckingham, PA 18912
(215) 340-0880

Dave Nehila
Growing Solutions, Inec.
P. O. Box 596

White Marsh, MD 21162
(888) 684-8488

Leroy Hurst
Hollingers Lawn & Garden
4126 Oregon Pike

Ephrata, PA 17522

(800) 650-1398

Jim Byrne
Helena Chemiecal

94 Tanglewood Drive
Quarryville, PA 17566
(717) 786-0547

Greg Borzok, Ted Zabrenski
Lawn & Golf Supply
Company

647 Nutt Road, P. 0. Box 447
Phoenixville, PA 19460

(610) 933-5801

Scott Fischer, Matt Fellows
Lesco

605 Latshmere Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17109

(717) 558-9515

‘Thanks to our supporters!

Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 345-7200

Don Hollinger, Dan Davis,
Paul Wickey,

Jim MacLaren

Simplot Partners, Inc.

858 Mt. Joy Road
Manheim, PA 17545

(717) 664-4204

Charlie McGill,

Jeff Patterson

Stull Equipment Co.
201 Windsor Road
Pottstown, PA 19464
(610) 495-7441

John Fowler
Syngenta

325 Mill Pond Lane
Oxford, PA 19363
(610) 998-2896

Thed Fraleigh
Turf Management
Associates

801 Dawn Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
(800) 840-1711

Tom Walsh

York Distributors
5185 Raynor Avenue
Linthicum Heights, MD
21090 (410) 636-2400




uonpwiiofu] U2 70OZ 4240190

INSS SIY [ 2PISUy

Zv0LL Vd ‘Uoueqat
0c¥l X089 'Od
Aiejoioeg aanoexd - Ai4 'S BPUBAA

104p3 - $097 ‘onuesieq A SHe

199YG U2I9) oY T,
m GE6L " LS =

Vd TVIINDD

Page 8 , The Green Sheet

O o < o o

R R R R R R R R R TR A r R R A r m m A r T T F R Ty
Mark Your Calendars!

Central Penn GCSA
has scheduled the following
GCSAA Chapter-Hosted seminars for 2003.

January 23
Effective Uses of Soil Amendments in Golf Course Management

January 24
The Microbiology of Turfgrass Soils

Newsletter Deadline C

If you have any information that you would like included in the September newsletter, please fax information to
Wanda at (717) 279-0368 or e-mail to cpgesa@nbn.net by October 23, 2002.

-




